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All the images used  in this prospectus were taken at our nurseries and feature children and staff who are part of our Finkley Family.
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Our story
My background in childcare began as a childminder in 2010. My aim was to create a 
homely space – the kind of space where I’d be happy to send my own children. Right 
from the start the most important element for me was, and continues to be, to 
encourage learning through play with a whole host of fun activities and experiences 
including days out and daily adventures. It’s proved to be a winning formula as I’m one 
of the few childminders to have only ever been rated Outstanding by Ofsted.

So when my husband Gary and I were approached by the popular attraction Finkley 
Down Farm with the opportunity to open a nursery, we brought my childminding ethos 
to our nursery and pre-school. Since then we’ve set up Finkley Weeke in Winchester 
and East Anton in Andover. 

Every day the children get to choose what they want to do, and every day they get 
to visit the farm or go on an adventure, so we never run out of new ideas to keep the 
them engaged and inspired. Whilst each venue has been individually designed to 
optimise the space for childcare, each has the same access to Finkley Down Farm 
and the same brilliant ethos applies. 

We have a fabulous team 
of like-minded passionate 
staff and we care for them 
and their development 
as much as we care for all 
the children. We all work 

together to share ideas to ensure we’re continually offering the very best in childcare. Our 
aim is to nurture your child and make sure they have fun, learn and return home fulfilled and 
happy. We pride ourselves on happy children, happy parents, happy staff.

We know choosing the right nursery can be an anxious time for parents, so to get a real 
sense of what we’re all about, come and visit to see first hand how we’ll provide the very 
best care for your child when they can’t be with you. 

We look forward to meeting you soon.

Ali & Gary Dennis
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Happy children
Your child is an individual
We encourage each and every child to be independent in their selection 
of activities throughout the day. Our staff are passionate about child-led 
learning and will ensure your child can choose their own activities and 
experiences. They can visit the animals at the farm, join in at messy play, 
cook in our fully fitted, child-size working kitchen, sit quietly and read a book 
or relax in our sensory room – the opportunities are endless. 

Finkley Down Farm
We have unlimited access to the farm so can spend time there in the morning 
before it opens to the public and the children love it; whether they are 
based at Finkley or visit from another Finkley nursery. A real highlight each 
day is collecting eggs from ‘Cluckingham Palace’. The children get a real 
understanding of how the animals at the farm change from season to season 
– spring is magical when we get to feed the baby lambs and goats. The farm 
attractions do not end there – there’s the soft play area, climbing frames, ride-
on tractors, go carts, sheep races and everything else the farm has to offer. 

Inside
Inside we have intentionally chosen to do-away with conventional rooms 
where the children are divided by age group. Instead we have a free-
flowing space divided into zones. We find that this gives each child better 
accessibility to everything there is to play with as well as the scope to 
establish broader friendship groups – the older children tend to be very 
caring towards the smaller children and the smaller children learn from the 
older children who become excellent role models. It’s also great for children 
who have brothers and sisters at the nursery so they can spend time 
together when they can’t be at home. Communication flourishes. 

Messy play is a hugely important part of our nursery life and the children love 
it. Whether it’s sand and water, gloop or potions, messy play gives children 
sensory experiences and lets their imagination run wild. With messy play 
there are no rules so children can experiment and have fun whilst learning 
through those hands-on opportunities. 

At Finkley we link our activities and messy play to our theme of the week 
to enhance learning even further. This can range from football pitches to 
dinosaur swamps to wiggly worm spaghetti which inspires the children’s 
imaginations and creative minds. Through messy play activities children 
explore textures, sounds and smells and it allows the staff to extend learning 
by asking open ended questions developing children’s critical thinking skills.

Our sensory space is really effective for children who need a bit of quiet time. 
It’s a space where we can support children who might need to take a minute 
to reset and refresh in a calm and secure environment. Ensuring children 
feel safe, secure, and comfortable is one of our top priorities – we create a 
home-from-home environment to encourage and support this. By knowing 
our children and their individual needs we can better prioritise the support 
needed to help them thrive. We frequently use the phrase Finkley family, 
because to us, that is exactly what it is.

We have child-sized working kitchens in most of our nurseries so children can 
learn those all-important skills by helping to prepare their own food as well as 
bake some treats and healthy snacks.

It’s so important for children to have access to books so we have a dedicated 
reading areas in each nursery. It’s a great opportunity for our keyworkers to 
spend one-to-one time reading stories with each child. 

Outside
Our gardens are a really fun place to be and we love the children to be outside  
and play with their friends as much as possible so they benefit from fresh air 
and plenty of exercise. They can play in the mud kitchen, plant vegetables 
and watch them grow, spend time reading in the outdoor reading area, build 
dens and relax in the outdoor sensory spaces we’ve created.
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Play is an integral part of everything we do because children learn most e�ectively when they feel 
happy and con�dent in their environment. We encourage children to be active 
learners, and we given them opportunities to experience the world through their 
senses, physical involvement and active play.

Happy children
Meals
We provide a balanced diet with 
nutritious home-cooked meals, 
snacks and drinks. If your child has 
any allergy, cultural or religious 
dietary requirements we’ll adapt the 
menu and when necessary we’ll help 
children through any fussy-eating 
stages. When children have finished 
their main meal they’ll get a healthy 
dessert of fresh fruit, yoghurt or 
something similar. We have two 
menus which we run on rotation and 
we change between a summer and 
winter menu. In warmer weather we 
love to eat outside and sometimes 
take picnics to the farm. 

We give the children age-appropriate 
cutlery and they are all encouraged 
to help prepare food. Where we can 
we use produce that we’ve grown 
ourselves so the children learn about 
eating healthily and they start to 
understand the journey of food from 
farm or field to plate. After meals 
they’ll clear their things away and 
wash-up (parents love this as their 
children like to show off and do the 
same when they get home).

Regular outings
Our outings are hands-on and 
practical, to help children’s Personal, 
Social and Emotional Development 
(PSED). We ensure the children’s 
communication skills thrive simply 
through the variety of things for 
them to talk about. We visit places 
that link to the children’s interests 
and our weekly themes, such as the 
train station or den building in the 
woods. The children absolutely love 
this extension on their learning. 

Graduation
When the time comes for your child 
to move on to primary school we 
celebrate their time in our Finkley 
Family. We host a leavers party and 
graduation ceremony for the children 
and parents to enjoy – a special day 
for our children who are transitioning 
to school where we celebrate their 
time with us. 
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“My favourite place 
to go is the farm!”
Olivia, age 3

“I love playing in soft 
play with my friends and 

going to the farm.”
Damien, age 4

“I’m going to miss all 
my friends when I go 
to big school.”
Chloe, age 4

“I like getting the 
horsey, Freckles, 
out to brush.”
Jake, age 2

“My favourite thing to 
do is  feeding the goats.” 

Zach, age 3

“I like getting cuddles 
from my key person.”  

Lucy, age 4
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Happy parents

Joining our Finkley Family
The very best way to get a feel for how things work at one of our Finkley 
nurseries is to come and visit us and see for yourself first-hand. We’ll show you 
round, take you through everything you need to know, answer all your questions 
and we’ll use this time to talk about anything specific relating to your child. 
Before your child starts with us, we’ll arrange some settling in sessions so you 
feel more comfortable leaving them to play with us. 

Our values
We know that the combination of happy children, happy parents and happy staff 
is a winning formula and we achieve it by encouraging everyone to be helpful, 
kind, caring and respectful. 

Your child’s keyworker
When you join, we’ll spend time with you so we can understand the individual 
needs of your child. We’ll assign a keyworker who will work closely with your 
family and your child to fully understand how we can best support them when 
they are with us. Your child’s keyworker will promote their learning using next 
steps to encourage and develop each important stage of learning. 

Your child’s learning journal
We’ll keep you informed of your child’s achievements daily using Tapestry 
(available online or as an app) which is really simple to use. We’ll share everything 
that your child gets up to with diary entries, pictures and videos. 

You can make comments and add media of your own should you wish to share 
anything your child does at home. It’s a permanent record of your child’s journey 
as content can be saved and downloaded. You can use Tapestry to communicate 
directly with your child’s keyworker, which helps build a two-way partnership 
between us and you, as well as any other important member of your child’s life, 
for example, grandparents or your childminder.

Communication with you
We feel communication with you and all the families whose children we care for 
is a vital part of our Finkley family, and we like to really get to know you. We host 
a variety of events throughout the year for families, such as an annual sports day 
event, Christmas nativity and twice yearly parents evenings. These events are 
key in getting to know our families and making sure we can support you in the 
best way possible. It’s also a great opportunity for all our families to meet, chat, 
and support each other. We have an open door policy and are always available.

Drop off and pick up
You can speak to nursery staff in the mornings and afternoons when you drop 
off and pick up your child. If you want to talk through something in detail or in 
private, it’s worth letting us know in advance so we can make sure we have the 
right people available to chat at what can be a busy time with people coming 
and going.

Early Years Foundation Stage
As with every Ofsted-registered early years childcare provider, we follow 
the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) that set standards for learning and 
development of children to the age of five. We set our own very high standards 
in providing daily activities that encourage children to be active, confident and 
independent learners who are self-motivated to do their best so that they work 
co-operatively together developing excellent social skills. If you’d like to know 
more about EYFS, we can give you details. 

Special Educational Needs (SEN)
If you are aware of any specific needs your child has when they join us, we’ll work 
in partnership with you and other providers to give continuity of care and we’ll 
adhere to the Special Educational Needs Code Of Practice. We have a dedicated 
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator who will monitor and adapt activities to 
suit your child’s needs.
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Happy parents

Other happy parents
We know recommendations from 
other parents will help put your mind 
at rest about choosing us to take care 
of your child, so here’s just a small 
sample of comments – to see more 
reviews visit daynurseries.co.uk.

“We cannot rate the staff highly 
enough. They have always been 

so caring towards our son and also 
supportive to us as parents. Nothing 
is too much trouble. My son has really 
come along in so many ways and I feel 

confident sending him off to school 
after spending 3 years at the nursery.”

Caroline (Finkley)

“My son had never been left with anyone 
other than family so starting nursery was a 
massive thing for both of us. The staff have 
been incredible from the very beginning 
and it’s clear that they are passionate about 
what they do.”

Sarah H (Weeke)

“My son has been at Finkley Nursery since Jan 2019. 
He arrived with some speech difficulties and 
separation anxiety but (his key worker) made him 
feel supported, cared for and understood. She 
has taken the time to get to know him, explore 
his individual needs and help move him on in his 
development.”

Louise B (Finkley)

“This is a great nursery. My daughter has 
come on loads since she started in terms of 
her confidence with meeting and speaking to 
new people. She’s formed a very close bond 
with her key worker and there’s always lots of 
updates and photos of the fun activities they 
get up to each day.”

Hazel L (Finkley)

“There’s an energy and positivity about the 
place that shines through and the kids all seem 
so happy to be there. The facilities are excellent, 
especially the outdoor space - at both nurseries. 
The access to Finkley Down Farm is just brilliant 
- our two-year-old boy comes home so excited 
from spending time with the animals.”

Mark S (Weeke)

“This is the fifth nursery my children
 have attended (we’ve moved house lots!), 
and it is the best by miles. The facilities are 

brilliant, the staff are great, and I’m constantly 
impressed by the range of activities.”

Beth M (Weeke)
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Finkley

Winchester

My name is Sarah and I’ve been part of the Finkley 
Family right from the start. I work with Ali and Gary 
and oversee all our Finkley nurseries to make sure 
we’re constantly acheiving our aim of happy children, 
happy parents and happy staff.  

We know 
that the 
key to a 
successful 

nursery is happy staff. We take our 
staff’s mental health and wellbeing 
very seriously and promote this 
within each setting. We have 
various ways to praise and feedback 
to staff formally and informally. We have an employee of the month and 
praise tokens for in-the-moment praise. We do regular staff supervision 
meetings and wellbeing questionnaires where staff have the time to discuss 
any concerns or worries. This also gives us the opportunity to discuss 
performance issues, strengths and any support needed to progress. We feel 
this helps us get to know our team and how we can support them to reach 
their full potential and maximise their opportunities for progression.

Training, progression and staff 
development
We pride ourselves on our in-
house support for staff, providing 
opportunities to achieve personal 
and career goals. We work closely 
with staff to reach their full potential 
so they can learn with us and all staff 
to attend regular professional training. 
This helps our Finkley Family grow and 
we feel confident in knowing that our 
staff have the same ethos and passion 
as we do.

Safety
We ensure the physical environment is safe, clean and 
warm. 

Policies and best practice
We continually monitor and reassess our robust 
practices and policies and update as and when required, 
fully in line with Ofsted recommended standards. 

Going above and beyond
Our staff constantly impress us with their creative ideas on how to make 
each day fun for your child. We’ve created special videos for Father’s Day, 
enjoyed teddy bear picnics, made the most of local events such as trips to 
the circus and planted trees at Harmony Woods. 

Sustainability
We’re conscious that using transport to take 
the children on outings has an environmental 
impact. Each year we offset this by planting 
trees. 
We teach children the process of 
sustainability in a number of ways, including 
sourcing our own eggs from the farm for baking so they can see where eggs 
come from and growing our own vegetables which we use for lunch. The 
children also help us with recycling and taking the recycling to the bins, so we 
can discuss why recycling is important. We re-use as much as we can within 
our nurseries, for example cardboard boxes have multiple uses, and we’ll re-
use glass jars for pots.

Charity
We’re proud of the work our staff want to do for local charities. Each year we 
support local food banks at Easter and Christmas. It’s an important part of 
supporting our local community but also helps the children to understand 
the importance of being kind. In the past we’ve held events for SANDS and 
we’ve donated for local Help for Heroes events.

Happy staff
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“Finkley is more then a place 
to work, its a family. We are 

given lots of recognition for the 
important job we do.”

Laura B

“In a day we can go from from 
stroking rabbits and grooming 
horses to dancing, exploring, 
riding bikes, and reading 
stories. But the very best part is 
spending each day with the very 
best little people!”
Kristina

“I love watching 
the children 
learn new things 
and seeing their 
learning journeys 
flourish”
Amber

“As a team, we are 
constantly working together 
to achieve the next big thing 

for each setting”.  
Bethan



Contact us
Finkley Down Farm Nursery 
and Pre-school
North Way
Andover
SP11 6NF
01264 360 505
info@finkleydownfarmnursery.co.uk

Finkley East Anton Nursery 
and Pre-school
East Anton Farm Road
Andover
SP11 6RD
01264 594000
info@finkleyeastantonnursery.co.uk

Finkley Weeke Nursery 
and Pre-school
Fleming Road
Winchester
SO22 6EE
01962 798888
info@finkleyweekenursery.co.uk
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